
YOUR HOME

Be practical
l Look beyond the décor – you can 

always change a carpet or paint rooms so 

look at how the house can work for you 

with the space and layout it offers.

l Be ready to make compromises; if the 

area is ideal but the garden is small, look 

to see if there’s a park nearby instead. 

l Houses in the catchment area of a 

good school are likely to cost more so 

if location for schooling is a priority 

consider a house that has potential to 

extend in future years.

l Make sure you have a proper survey 

done to assess the structural condition of 

the property.

l Make a list of your priorities for a house 

but don’t be scared to change it.

l Make notes as you go round the house. 

Be thorough 
l Visit a property multiple times at 

different times of the day and on different 

days.

l Don’t be afraid to open cupboard doors, 

look behind furniture and under rugs, 

check the water pressure and feel if the 

radiators are working.

l Use your nose, not just your eyes – a 

musty smell could mean damp.

l Look at the garden and surrounding land 

– speak to the neighbours to see if there 

are any known issues with flooding.

l Try a dummy car journey to work to see 

what the traffic is like in rush hour.

l Check the broadband speed and   

mobile phone coverage.

Do your research
l Research the area, schools, local 

amenities and public transport. 

l Find out how much similar properties in 

the area have sold for.

l Check any planned developments in 

the area that may affect the value of the 

property.

l Online property portals such as Zoopla 

will be able to give information on the area.

l Check if the property has already been 

extended or if it is listed as this may 

affect your chance of getting planning 

permission.

l See our feature on page 18 for more.  n

Unlock the value of viewings
Apparently the average time spent viewing a property before making an offer is 96 minutes. Many people 
spend longer choosing a summer holiday, yet a house is probably the most expensive thing you’ll ever buy. 
AFF Housing Specialist Cat Calder has some wise words to help you on your journey...
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A FORMER Army barracks near Salisbury Plain is being transformed into a 

unique housing project with homes fit for heroes.

The site of former Erskine Barracks at Wilton, near Salisbury, is being turned 

into two new housing developments, Wilton Hill and Erskine Park, where 

families will live alongside veterans returning from conflict zones.

The £6.5m project is the creation of regeneration and development specialist 

Our Enterprise, which is working alongside Redrow Homes to create the first 

purpose-built, community-based campus and will serve veterans from all three 

services and all age groups and backgrounds.

The project, which has benefited from a £500,000 Armed Forces Covenant 

grant, is geared towards helping veterans move back into civilian life through 

enterprise rather than welfare. An enterprise hub will offer training in business 

skills and employment resources with on-site peer support and professional 

care. Over a ten-year period, it is hoped the initiative will help more than 300 

vulnerable veterans successfully re-integrate into society. Work on the site has 

already begun and the first veterans should be moving in around July 2017. 

To find out more about the project, visit www.ourwilton.org 

Homes fit for heroes


